
WASHINGTON TOPICS.
A CABINET SIDEBOARD.

«HE AI-ALOOT BETWEEN A I»-NT-A.'l-KT FOB MB. WII»-

LIAMS ANO FINE Ft BN ITURE FOR UK. KOBBSOK,
AND FONT AND PU7TURK FRAMKM FOR OTHKKS.

(rao- the Ruin vu ookrksf-irdknt of the tribune.]
Washington, April 4..The appropriation of

Government property to private, nee ia a form of offl-
aial dishoneisty which baa long prevailed to a greater
or less extent in nearly every department oí the

public sex***... Instance» of it «are as familiar to

newspaper readers at» household words. Cabinet and
Bun ait officcra in W_t-_hi_i(*_on Lave for years used
the horse« and carriage* belonging to the United
Stat» > for private purposes, and «till do bo, in spite of
the fact that Attorney-General Williams's landaulet
«ost him the position of Chief-Justice of the 8upreme

. Court of the I mt«-d State-. Some of the same o ili¬
a-re have rooms in their houses richly furnished at
.Government expense, on the theory that they ought
to be provided by the United States with the in» ans

.f transacting business at home.
The employment of the Government work-shops,

Government material, and Government labor for
the manufacture of article« for private use has aUn
Wen common. It used to be asserted that under
former administrations of the Treasury Depart incut

drawings and plans for the private residences of
Government officials were sometime- prepared iu

the office of the Supervising Architect, and furni¬
ture for private use was also manufactured in the
Treasury cabinet-_hop. It is believed that under
Becret-TY Hristow'a admiuL-tratioti nothing of this
kind has otMinrred.
The work-shops in the Navy-Yards hsve always

.been used to some extent for the purpose of private
m&iiufiictuniii»', and in some of them regulations
have been eat»blished by which this can be done in

certain cases, and the Government be fully reim-
bun-t-.l. In the Washington Yard this is sometimes
don_ iu the following way : An order from the
Chief of the Rureau of Construction and Repair for
the manufacture of a certain article is obtained.
This is present .m1 to the proper officer of the Yard,
who issues an order to the projH-r foreman with in¬
structions to keep a strict account of the matu rial
Bsed and the labor employed. When the work is

con ¡i tt til the paymaster of the Yard is paid in ac¬

cordance with a bill prepared by the foreman who
did the work, and vouchers for the material and
labor so used are made out in triplicate. One is re¬

tained by the paymaster, one by the foreman under
~rhose direction the work was done, and one is sent
to the Bureau of Construction and Repair in the
Navy Department. It is doubtful if there is any legal
authority for u. ¡tig the Government workshop» for
private purposes, even under these regulations, but
in such cases the Government is reimbursed and
really loses nothing.
Hiirh officials have been recently accused of using

the Washington Navy-Yard and the Government ma¬

terial and labor for the manufacture of articles for
private use without requirinR any account to he
kept or any other means to be taken by which pay¬
ment could bo made if it were desired. On the 5th
of February, some men formerly employed in the
Havy-Yard, who had the means of knowing what
they asserted, offered to prove that a spit mlid hide-
board had been made in the Navy-Yard for Secre-
tary Robeson out of Government material, and in
themain by Government employés; that the latter
had been paid by the pit.vin-_.ter of the Yard, and
that no separate account of the material or labor

had be-on kept in order that the MB. of the sideboard
might be determine- and the GovcrniBcnt reim-
bureed. They also a-»-*eited that, in the Spring of
1874, a font was made in the Navy-Yard, also of
Government material and by Government labor, and
that, by direction of the Secretary of the Navy, it
was Hhipped in two boxes, about the middle of May,
to " Hon. A. i*). -.easby, care of William Monahau.
Monmouth B_BClh, N. «I., via Long Hi undi boat."
They also asserted that hundreds of dellar-' worth
of fancy boxes, picture-frames and other furniture
had been made for private use, for which the Govern¬
ment had never been repaid.
Recently a board, consisting of officers in the

Navy-Yard, was appointed to investigate these ac¬

cusations, and the men who made them offered to go
before the board and explain the whole case on four
conditions, viz. :

1. That witnesses should be examined under
oath.

2. That one of those who made the accusations
should have the privilege of cross-examining wit¬
nesses.

3. Tile production of such documents belonging to

the Government as those making the accusations
should consider necessary.

4. That the board should sit with open doors.
These conditions were not agreed to by the board,

and those making the accusations withdrew. The
whole case reduces itself to this : Either Secretary
Robeson is guilty of converting public property to

his private use, or there has been irregularity and
dishonesty in the Washington Navy-Yard. The
friends of the Secretary believe the latter to be the
case, and while they would regret his want of dis¬
cretion in using the Government shops for the
manufacture of articles for private use, even though
the Government has been fully reimbursed, they be¬
lieve it to be his duty to relieve himself from every
shadow of sii-pit ion by causing the present investi¬

gation to be thorough and conducted in public, so

that all the world may know what the facts are.

THE FREEDMAN'S BANK'S AFFAIRS.
DIFFICULTY OF I._..llMM. THE TKt'E KI_.__.C__I,

CONDITION' OF 1I1K BANK.KFFOIITS OF THE

m «COMMISSIONERS TO BAVE RESIOXATIONS AC-

CE1TED.
[l'UOM A BBBUIH COIIREBPONOK-T OF THB TRIBUNE.]
Washington, April 8..The Commissioners

ot the li-t.dniitii'. Bank have ¡ii...in made up tin ir mind.,

that they cannot escape tho duties assigned them,
namely, .eulin«, tho u'l.iii.- of tin 1. .nt and its .1

branches. Many of the hank's tle'tositora are ignorant
colored people, and they .till decline surrendering the

pu-,-t«».'ks. au _n tion which greatly embarrasses the

Commissioners. Every day develops some strange
negotiation« by the management In lending IBs b.mk
finiii.-. i»ei.>r»' tin- institution collapsed. Property li.i-
!><.. n advertised for aale at um non, In regard to
which I'«-mini-.¡..tier 1« iofold Hates he found among
the bank's record« a clear ub.traot for the land; and Um
t'l.iniiiiH.iiiii. r-, in order to save the pinpin», ure

compelled to attend ttie sale und purchase it until the
que. tinn of the true title and ownership ia settled. Tbe
Commissioners, even had they B600,0u0. wbich am».unt
would be necessary to déclare the first dividend, would
not feel warranted In so doing unless tho Uovernineiit
would come to their aid. What they want Is the ¡_-.l.t-
BBSO of all United States depositories, so that such divi¬
dends could be p nd at such places by schedule. Matters
have not worked altngether harmoniously between the
old bank mm u- nn-ni und the Commissioners since th-
latter wa-ie in-1 ill. «1 in .iiïl- e. Th'cll manager» hnve been
free In their snggt stlons of how things ongnt to be rinnt-,
and have not he-itiited to force their uncalled-for ¦dries
OB the Commissioners. The latter gentlemen have ex¬
ercised their own judgment in adopting mu.' .> -lum«

other than their own to one another. The tniiiinis-
loners have a thankless task, and the present prospect

of their M-, umi.' tn\ material compensation looks
doubtful. They must secare tin Ir salarles out of the
asseta of the bank, and the CouinilSHionera have about

Kline to the conclusion that fin -» _.-. tn art daily
»I m ¡n »hing. The ( .iiiimt..sii.n»-r« hold, ami It ap-
|.i .11 - to Im- the prevailing opinion In nth. lal circles that
the ( «mgi es.ininti demand for an investigation Into the
affairs or the institution started the b.tll lu motion which
has proved so destructive to the bank. It hud throe
distinct runs upon it. .mil an lii-tttiiticti whickM stand
up under such a clamor by tin- depositor», u- iu- set up
when this investigation wa» Begun must li,ive n remark¬
ably -mimi management uud a strong foiinilatiou. Tim
Cotiiiiiissiniii is sa> that liemlr. (ninia' uri« al- from th»«
di po .itors are constantly being made, many of whom
cannot understand where their money baa gone. More¬
over the ( tuiiiins-ioiHis stand with resignations In
hand; hut their resignations cannot he accepted, accord¬
ing to the Attorney-General. The only way they ian re¬

tire from their ( «minn.»inn«-rslnp» 1* through a chancery
court. The Commissioners are anxious to be relieved,
but they hold ottlres which, unlike most (»flier Govern¬
mental positions, there is a difficulty in abandoning.

A SEQUEL TO PEATEESE.

A GEOL-OOICAL CAMP IN CUMBERLAND GAP.
HAltVAItl» I NDEKTAKKS A NEW ENTEIll'IllSE.I'KOK.

SHALEK'H ARRANGEMENTS FOB SUMMER IN6TBUC-

TION IN .»EOUK-T.CAMP TO BB PITCHED NEAB

Cl'MllKltl.AM) OAP, KENTUCKY. I

fFROB A HEOl UK CO_____li.NnBNT OP THE TRIBÜT-E.]
Boston, April 8..The _ut_e_8_ of the Agawiz

Behool of Natural History at Penikeae has indine»!
Prof. K. 8. Bhaler of Harvard College to undertake an

enterprise somewhat similar in Ita general acope, and
with auch encouragement Ba leuda him to anticipate
the best results, i'rof. Bhaler Is a native ot Kentucky,
and alto ita State geologist.an office which is of greater
Importance than might be expected, because the State

Ima- a regularly organized surveying staff, made up of
men aa able and efficient asean be found anywhere in

the country. Prof. Shaler waa the more encouraged
to carry out his Idea* for fhe very reason that he had

this trained body of men Mt his command, and because

the State of Kentucky afforded as good ground as could
be found anywhere for the location of a camp for geo¬

logical instruction. The Governor of the State was

anxious that the school should I«- established, and

promised his official co-operation with I'rof. Shaler'» ef¬

fort.. Ciniiiieiiiiiid Gap and the surrounding country
was »elected particular.y on account of the eminent ad¬

vantages It offers for the study of a great section of the
American Palaeozoic rocks, and of the structure of the

Appalachian Mountains. It affords every kind of sub¬

ject from the lower stones to the upper carboniferous.
The special object of the school is to teach students to

observe; therefore none will be taken among the _5.
which number is the limit.except graduates of colleges,
teachers or pensas who give evidence of training «of¬

ficient to enable them to profit by th«i Instruction. The
lu ¡nu he.. In which instruction will tie given are Phys¬
ical Geology, Historical Geology and Pala-ontolog},
Chemical Geology, and Topographical Engineering, as

fur as these subject, are connected with geological
wink. It is expected that there will be at all times one

instructor, at the most, to four or five persons. These
Instructors will be, besides Professor Bhaler, Dr. Asa

Gray, Fisher Professor of Natural llistory, Dr. Jo-i.ih
D. Whitney, Sturgls-Hooper Professor of t'oology;
Raphael Pumpelly, Professor of Mining, and Walter
I .1 -.m, Assistant in the Zoological Labarutory of Har¬

vard, and the following meint« rs of the Kentucky Slate

Survcj- : ltr. Hubert Peter, principal chemist, and i»c-

eounted the mo. t leaned niau In the United States
about soils .lohn H. Talbot lu graduate of the LSWIMM
Scient ill.- Behool ami natue ot Kentucky): I'i'.ii. ..... A.
li ( i m.lu ot K. ulai« Wv t'lauersitv, lor iniiiiv years' at
Harvard. l'!uii|i N. Moora sad c J. Boi-wooa, aa»let¬
anía; «-liarles N hem k ami William Hire Page »»f Vir¬

ginia, topogrsph» rs, Bad Ladea (.'air. arclueologlst. The
in.tim I..,n t«i is- gr.. u will bo by nai luían, oiuplct«-
and will be directed e_pre._>ly to the chu idiition of tim

pi.ilileins flinn.li.'il li.v the ana to be explored. Stililt»
In-t met Inn on the zoology and botany of the lolgbbor-
ing region will probably M given la tlm-e who di sire it.
There will l»e lectuii s in camp, and excursion-, in parties
of four or live. The fad thut this regnm bl t ween Cum¬
berland Cup and Cumberland Poid has never yd _M_B
explored will add very much to the interest of the
students.
Another great advantage of going to this out-of-the-

wav plsi.-rlt la 100 miles from the tennluiisasf ihe Leb¬
anon hraiiili of the Louisville and Nashville Builma«!.
aud 41) from the tOAUOMt polst ou the East Tenif>»see
Ballia.8.la the eheupneaa of atíbala« u««-. The In.h cost
of living wat u n*r< at drawbaí k nt lVulk« ¦»«.¦ Here the
sttiiletitH will find tin ni»« Ive* lu the forest primeval, in
dull .iiiiiuii: I» i'1'le who kuow not I tie value ed ninney,
whoa«-only 44.iv of trailing la hy hart« r; und jM»M«ll»ly
th«-y may.flnd people who never henri of the LsaWana
tri.ul.I. -, the nair law, or Pu« Ide Mall. They will pay t. n

rent« a gallon for milk and Uve renta A dozen for egg»-
In fuel. Prof. Hhuler experta that the whole ramp,
which will number alinoat 50 peraona, can lie subsisted
together with the m«nan* pa. k mules, fur $1 mi a week :
anil he hua flxed the fees fur nine week»' t um um. ua« of
I« uti», muli equipage alni ti an-port itlim .ii only ijCiO lu
Mahlif lou to a propiirIlint.it«' »hare of the coat of subsist¬
ence. .

' Aa might have been expected, the numlw-r uf appll-
ant» waa for In exreaa of the number 44 lil- li could be

accepted, but Prof. Shaler haa lx*«-n very artful not to
iM-eept any loo hastily. In order that p»Tn«io» well tilted
for auch a school might not be left out Should the camp
fultlTi rrpvetatlon» (and it lu not eaay to s«*e how there
ran be any auch thuin aa fallare), It is almost lertalu that
the school will become a permanent liiatitut mu, .-el«.« tni«
a new place each year.

PROGRESS OF A NEIGHBORING REPUELK

COMMERCIAL RKLATIONS OK COLOMBIA WITH OTIIKII

OOOBIBIBB BlltBOin CONSTRUCTION.
[rROMAN OCCA*I«)MALCOKKK«i|*OSDÏMTOr TIIK TRIBUNE.]
Bogota, Feb. IL.The remarkable proffr«*«»

which <'.ilumina lina made «lui in»* the last three year* in

developing her cotnoierclal. ¡igri« ultural. sud minion in¬

terests la aulflcleut warrant ror the anticipation of -.lill

greater stride. In proapenty lu the futur.*. In a geo¬
graphical point of view it ia the Ilr.-t of the South
Atnertcan República in Importance, aa It em bracea the
Isthmus oí Darlen, the key tu the commerco uf the At¬

lantic and I'.n ill.-. Colombia la WBOko8 by both oceana,
Bud baa important aeaport)«, embracing gafe and com¬

modious harbor« ou each. Colombia Is divided luto ulm-

Btatea and Ave Territories. The State» are Antlotiuia,
Bolivar, Huya« a. Cauca, Cuudiniiuiarcii, Magdalena.
Panama, äantauder, and Tu le ma. The Territories ure

Bolivar, ('«»sanare, (ioujira, Providencia, and Baa
Marttu. Tlu*y embrace« an area of territory
uf about fioo.000 Mitiar«- milo«, with au eitl-
mated txipulat'ioti of more than tbreo milli, ma.

Sugar, cotton, coffee, rice, tobacco, «]uiulue, bal-am»,
Indigo, and dvewood abound, while on the tal.le landa
of Bogota, patalean, apple., and the cereal products of
the t< mp« rate auiiu llmiri-h In mineral reaourcea

Colombia |>osM-*»e* gnat and unlimited wealth. H.-r
ruck« and mountains teem with gild and »liver, copper,
iron, and precious stones, while thev ure muli ila ni v>lth
»trata of coal, and her salt mines, now rudely worked,
yield large revenue to the country.
Her commercial relations are with Ktiglaud. Priince,

Germany, aud the United .States. The prop, rtmii or
trade, however, that fall» to the »hore» of Hu- latter, Inr
most natural a.ly and neighbor, 1. comparatively itisig-
iiitl'uni. Her ciiitoii. tnii,o n, aud lv-irv titiu go to
Kui op«, v. hile her copper, hide», balsam. i_uiui ni*, and
dye44OMI are divided between Europe and the Uuitcl
Stat«-», only a »mall portion, however, to the latter. Of
in r imports, her dry and faun goods, hardware, liquor«.
paper, Asl, are <lra44n fruui Em op. an marketa, leaving
provision, »o m-, .t., to be furnished by the United
Btatea. Formerly Carthagena am! Haut.i Martha were
Inr chief ports on the Atlantic roaat. Colon, though a

Columbian port in practice may be considered aa hav¬
ing no commercial Importance in this republic. Through
the two former a large pan of her merchandise aud
products passed: bul dining the last three or four years
a striking change has been wrought. Now the purt of
t-avaiiill.i. until 44 mun a short time unknown on charts,
has Income the rendezvous of forei_u steamers, Hy
ctmiicctiiig this port by railroad with Hirrauqullla,
a thriving city with a present population of nearly
20.01)0. situated at a lower terminus of the Magdalena, 13
tullis distant Inland, great »hipping facilities have been
opened, and a vast amount ol business has been diverted
li ..m its uld channels. Five prw. ful Hues uf steamers
now ply between titi» place and Europe, and one of
then (owned m E.iiojn») between .-viv.mi ia and New-
York semi-monthly. The question of changing the
<. u-. «»u.. h.-u.-«- fruin Sarauilla to Barrauquilla Is being
agitated, and If the (bange be made the lui-ni- »« of thia
flourishing young city will be materially mcrea-cd.
Ou the Paella Buenaventura l# the chief port of entry.
Slid Is visited by two lim» of steamer», and a railroad
is being cuii-truc!' d fium this point tu Ho- Cauca Hiver

reachtngfa vailev of uneiiaalled rlrboeas, sbonnding In
rich -gin ultural produda, precl-ua woods, auperj_r
gums, and choice mediamai plant«, while the groves of
cocoa are measured hv »quar. mile*. Tb- river Mair-

tlal.'in» is uavlgalile from Barrauqnillu to Honda, and li

largo steamer», owued i»v three steamboat companies,
ure doing a lucrative business. Tin. is kuown as the
low. r Maiiiiiiil. na for u «li«tan. .. of nearly BOO tuilea, while
above Honda it 1« called t ne upper M agdalena.

All that Colombia D«*_d» to become a gre «it oouatrr I*

better meaos of communication internally ami eiter-

nally, and the cultlvatloa of more intimate iel.mons

with the American people, (ii-u Solvar, late President
of the Republic, and Dr. P.-rez, now Pre.ldent, are both

progressive men, ¡Kid have done much io open the coun¬

try by means of common roads and railroad«, and to this
end various Government guarantee« have been given by
the State and General Government. Among li»- raii-

roads projected and now being constructed ia one from

the Hav of Buenaventura, on tin» I',ititi»- roast, to the
Canoa Vailev. It will open up a portion of country not
excelled in i-iiiii.it- or n. hu-¦_.« oo the slob«. A railroad
i« also being constructed by an American company from
the capital ol the countrr, flie besutirul City of Bogota,
to the Magdalena River. TbU will make communica¬
tion pleasant and rapid between the two most important
poliits io the country heretofore, and at present, only
traversed by mule, laden with the m.-rcbandiM or the
world. The writer recently passed over the road, count¬
ing on the way 4,000 mules thus laden.

Wttii peace in the country, and the genuine desire for

progreas which has received such an Impetus during the
last few years, Colombia, now comparatively unknown,
will l>e lu advance of ali the .-»«»nth American republics
m commercial Importance.

ER. PROUDE ON SOUTH AFRICA.

TUB NEGRO QUESTION IN THE CAPE COLONIES.A
MAÄVKI.I...U-I-Y RICH COUNTRY.

From The London Tonet.

On Saturday evening a public dinner was

given at Hie VVcs((uiii»t»-r 1'alace Hotel hy a committee
of merchants and other irentletnen connected with
South Africa to Mr. J. A. Froude, the historiau, on hil
return from a visit to tin- Transvaal, Orange Free State»,
Natal, and the (.'ape Colonies. The occasion afforded Mr.
Fronde an opportunity of stating his views ou the pres¬
ent po-if.mu ot attair- in tho-e countries. Ile »uid thal
he had gone to the (.'ape because he was exc»-eilingly
anxious io know how re«i>_nsibie government« were

working iu the Colonie» where they had been established.
Various person» had prophe»led ka to grunt self-goverii-
iii> ut lo Hie colonie« was to insure (heir tiein_c at no

very distant time separated from the mother country.
It had »eeiiicil to him wholly incredible that, giving
them the government they de»ireil, and so remount- ail
possible grounds of quarrel, wooli tend to separation.
Well, when he got (o tho Cap.» his mimi was entirely set
at rest on that score. A tow light words might nave
been uttered here and there tit people who did not
consider wini they were sa. ion; but, as regarded the
great body of the colonists, he had never mel any class
of meu. _,ugli-h, Stolen, or even Dutch.who were

more heartily attached to the mother country than hi«
fell.j«« -.''.ililli j un u at the Cape. Ho had gone out to

see what the country was like, an.l having traveled
1,000 miles lu mule carts and lu aU torts
of waya over the roughest of roads, be
believed mai, both for climate and natural
capabilities, the country was unmatcherd in anv

other part of the worm. He did not speak of the enor¬
mous mineral wealth just developed.th»; diamond«, the
iron, the coal, the copper, or the rumen«« gold Held»,
which bade fair to rival those of'California ami Aii-.tr-.
11a, tnungil tina« must have the «¿realest lutluence on

the future growth of the colony. He «poke of lim im-

meii.c productiveness of the soil. The Surveyor-Gene¬
ral of Natal.a luau not giveu lo exaggeration.said that
the rougu i_ra-.es thrown up by the soil, anal which were

burned and wasted, were equivalent to the food of 12.000,-
uOQof human beings; and that Natal, if decently culti¬
vated, wuuld support Oi.tiOf non The Transvaal
wa« ju-t ihe same, and ihe N'eervaal probably
richer. Therefore, whatever might be the political beat.
iu_ of things, that country was quite certain here¬
after to bo the home of soma great nation.
Having giveu some lllustratioui of the marvellous pro-
duettvenes« of Hie «oil near Maritzburg, Mr. Froude re¬
marked ttiat, on the other hand, there Waa no country I
wnero the common necessaries of life wer«» dearer th tu

in South Africa. A feed of coru for hi. bornes co«t 6-.,
milk was 1». a pint, butter 7_. a pound (even in Un¬
ce liter of an agricultural dl-irtct). cabbage« I-t. each, and
as much as 17s. waa paid for a slugit. cauliflower. Ha.
dltl no1 lay the fault of that on the people of South
Aiilea, but on the uuhappy po-ntion they stood in with
regard (Bo labor, that did not arise from the want of
population, for the population of the five provino.-- of
South .Vinca was quit« as great, perhaps greater, than
th»t of Australia, where provUious were cheap. It was
not due to any waut of energy lu the white inhabitant«
n* any oue would lay who -_i,v what they did willi
the resource« they had. It waa entirely owing io

the population belog dlrt«l*«*l loto two roon of total»
different u-ndeui ie«.the one nee loduatriuua «'.'
vik'ur.iti-, the other not in-iuiinoua oad not lokia**'
eiviuzxl life. In most ram« races thal wanbi iiut'JL
enttefor the purpoeea of civilise«! life wsradriv*A ..,.,
and had to «Iii «ptiear ; that aeeoied to be a lew ,_', *

ture. But it « oiill not ballpen lo rtuuih Africa, _.-¦,;'
at the back of our provlneea lay the whole lateríar_
that vast continent, and the black« who wen d.«___
fled with the tyranny or their »wa Kings oat», lui., ,"
colonies to live in the «aae and ladnlaënco tuey »ni , ','
th- re. That evil must, therefor -, continue uni»«. ,-

found nome means of dealing with It. Be waa oil ali
uever had been, ao eotbuaiastte aympatbiser with t___
who dwelt on theexceaalve wrongs In then latter d»T
of the black ra«-«-«. Tha 7-ulua w»re aotaa luu.«-.,,''
race, and ha«l no aboriginal claim on the load ___¦ ,'"
cupied. Ther were a conquering people wbo cata« .(..'
there within the tatt eeatary, barnine an. a,'
¦troylng everything before them. They »,.,
a fierce, brave, darlo« race, with many rar. Bï
warlike analítica; they wen extremely dangarow
war, as In our K irtlr wara wa had bad reaeoa to _.Mt

sud in their warien with the nativea they w«r« etc*«
Ingly bloodthirsty. Io Xatal there were oalr r»,
whites sod 300,000 of tboae people, wita som« uo «_
more of them on one aide, and KiO.000 mon on saoia«.
There was slao a large number In the Cape and la Tr»«.
rael. For a long time patt they hod tient Isiporti..
guns and ammunition, and had had K trocean« to d-
them. The white aettlera, tbenfon, coold not bat .¦.,',
on the black ueople around iheaa with alara aal__,
pieioa; the blacks In turn looked on the walloa witt u,
same feelings; and no passion wss ao certain to pi «,..._,
collision At mutual fear. Again the Zulu did not t,-t
Ile heard at the Cape that the nativea »tatno,-,
the Free State, wen much better trained aal better .

every way thoa the others. Ia the Free State« u»
natives were plainly told that the country waa tetaa
and. If they came there, ther muat live accordio. to v
laws of those State«. It waa Impossible to let th« nant»,
question into a heaithv condition until mer bad «id,
system established throughout Sooth Africa, ij»
natives were very sharp ; and aa luug aa they .,,_.;
us and the Dutch aa ii vaia between whom «.,;_»,_,
there might be a quarrel, they never would be «etuot
but would go on collecting arma in hopes of r -¦¦;»

possession of the country or some part of it. If »toi
eratlou with the Dutch could not be now <-ff cted.atas;
rale, by some decent kind of good management,«,
could e.tab li--* ti a cordial alliance with them ml if -. fc

were iloiu», and a lust, rational, and uniform - ..,.
organised for all thoa« colonies, nu native woiii.) t>-
think of rising, from the mouth uf the í-amOem f...
1-lue Bay. _

MEETINGS FOU. CHKI3TIAN WOIUC

To Ihe Editor of The Tribuni.

Sib : It in i»copos.-d tli.it a mc«otmif on ti,
subfect of Christian work, similar lu that held ia a«.

elation Ball ou Uoud Friday, lie held on the rci,,_._ (

Thursdays la April. The meetings will be bMt _

uccaaiona for prayer aud addressee In n-laliou to t_>
necessity uf mcrcaaiug personal effort on the part
¡ay Christians. The suggestion is very titm-ly. i__.
not a day tur auy «hy- ¡un to stand idle. There ate

doubt great number« in all our churches who «rou/

gladly devote a few boura a week in any g <1 aor.,;*
they knew exactly what to do and how to le It. ¿r;
this be shown them. The faithful pre.eutatioti no«
tin« great subject of p«T_oual service i. jual the truoipn
call needed to add thousands of Christian worker« tot.-*
ranks of those already in tue Held in toe gre,i
against sin and suficriug in our city. It «i

yuurs. An Ei-iai ural, i._tt.,.-.
Sew York, April 7. 16*15.

.mrt*~.

HO-UB-LU MLN DI TUE üOUTIL
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sib : I am a Northern niau, have been 1*-
seven years, part of the time lu Government empl,»
and am knuwo as a Republican. Yet I can't ». s that I
am treated one whit diff.-iently from thus«- whu were bur.
here. I am most cordially met by all classes wberev«t
I go, and my relation» «1th the people uf the city an
very pl«a,..ui, s .ciallv, politically, and ia a .ni», .-a.

way. My partner and myself are known ta Benton
businessmen, and if we los» a dollar's worth uf trad»
by that fact It 1» someihiug unknown to u«.
This Is written because f«-ls«- r«-purt« are «.ontloin .t

being circulated North, and I desire that the go"\
people of the Sunni where I have made my home »tul
have full justice dune at least at my hand.. Tuey sr«
fairly entitled, in mv upinion, to far more praia. U_i
blame. You can make any use uf Hu« you please, m,
I dou't cure to have my name paraded oui, as 1.......
a plain i-u-iues.« man. t
Savannah, Ga., April 2, 1873.

NASH & CROOK,
Oyster, Lunch and

DIMM ROOMS,
39 and 40 Park-row, New-York.

CHAS. W.NASH. % J» H. CROOK.

WINTER SCENERY AT LAEE TAHOE.

THE HEABT OF THE SIERRA NEVADA.
____..'.l(ATI.l:K. 'Li ti: Wl.AlHl.il, SUNSET, AND

TOO.A _-___l'Ak_.l I. XAlilaB OF EBA-

TURKS.
(noa AN (X*. A. li »I-AL <'.'OKKtrai-O- DKNT OFTHE TUIIIL SI .J
La__e Tauoe, Cal., March 14..A newly

Bwakened Interest in whatever concern« Lake Tahue,
Oalfornia. renders facta concerning lu atmos¬

pheric and other condition* peculiarly valuable in

eetrrenoe to the fitness ot the selection, lo which the
Blinking and Intelligent inan-es upon the l'a. .ti" coast,
i_ least, take a deep Interest. Cuicerulng the state of
Hie atmosphère during the Summer mason no question
B raised'lfar otherwise, however, in relation to the

Minter fan n. from November to April.
The great altitude of this lake, ....__ feet above the

level of the ooean ; lu size, 300 or more square miles;
tta depth, the purity of the wat«-r, and its high, moun¬

tain surroundings, take this most remarkable region out
of the line of comparison with any other lake on tin-

globe. To those conditions, and Its geographical posi¬
tion within the temis-rat-« tonn, are to be attributed the
BXtraordioary atmospheric phenomena which are here
exhibited. Bummer tourisU all express their admira¬
tion of the scenery of LakB Tahoe ; but in my estima¬
tion It la more attract! re in Winter. Some who, from
having vlaited both, are qualified to pro
aounce an opinion, assert that the Lake of
OenevB u tame in comparison with Tahoe.
The mountain, bsve _a altitude of from 1,000 to nearly
.,000 feet above the level of the lake. The heavy snow

.overlog, as viewed in the brilliant sunshine and clear
BtTDosp'uT-, brings out In bold relief all promu,cm
points, revealing the deep gorges and caftans scarring
their »ii. ._. The outlines are sharp, and there is au

effect of great massiv« ness which tho sortened tones of
Bummer landscape J« not convey. One peculiarity of
Winter is the diatlnctoesa with which objects at » din
Uno. are seen, and their apparent nearness, the Uecep-
üvenees belog remarkable.

California suns. is. which » have been viewing 23

.yeare, resplendent a« so many of them were, were all out¬
done t>y a »unset on this lake last Winter. Ihe snow¬

storm of New-Year's Day continued 33 hours. At last
the sky cleared, and the mountains of the eastern shore
.were left especially prominent io their massive white-
Bess. On the second evening sfterward (Jan. i), during .
full half hour before the sun set, a gorgeous _n.i¿« uitiani
tng scene was presented to the eye. Tu«- g«-_ieral{ width
.t the lake Is from eight to twelve mllea, us length
about -ft; lu depth from 1.000 to a.OOO feet, with very
fen shoals. Upon the surface of this great boar of

pellucid water, aa ameotb n* a polished mirror, the
ss»u-r mountains oast the deflected rays of a golden,
hunting aun; while the dome of the sky,
from boriBon to seuil b, waa ablaze with all
conceivable tints.all reflected by the more than three
hundred square miles of lake ; and ti.is -ecu» of fairy
inchatittneut llagered uutil floally the "sad gray" de-
Bvered it over io the deeper shadows of night.
Nature, aa If to disport in various mood, gave us, on

the minning of January I. iloli, the only dense fog I
have known here. It seemed to hang aa a pall, ob-

.eorlng about two thirds of the upper portion of the
OounUtos. aud was broken so aa to give an idea that

tbetr -boleelevatloo was preseuted to vi-w. A very
peculiar tone of light Illumed the lake, wbleb waa in

lead calm, and the whole had the effect of perspective
hues, diminishitig to a vanishing point, giving an Idea
at great distance, and leudiot. a/weird and awe inspiring
sharat ter to the scene. |A few days afterward an lutel-

hgeiit observer remarked to me thal the lake looked
Hut n or mug as If it were ion miles .ung .] It waa to me

B polar scene that 1 watched with unabated Interest

-untigiis continuance. Thermometer at 6 a. ni., 30o;
Bl noon. 40° : at 6 p. m , 83°.
Dtoimv weather la the exception. Out of 111 da. a,

4-ring one of (he severest Winters known to -.bit* men

.ii tlilS lake, titan wet«- .,n y K3 «lonny naa* and 14 vu

gxabia u_ts, leaving lu» clear and doe days. Can an/

other locality present such an arrav of facial With a

coming storm the temperature usually rue*, and I have
observed that there has been no snow fall »lien the
Ihermometer read belo-* 20° nor above 40° above zero,
and that the snow fall« most freely at I rom ib° to V80.
The severity of Winter had passed by the middle of
January, supposing there waa reuliy any severity
about it. And thc-u the pleasant weather here; bow
bright, how clear, how (-banning to every hu¬
man sense! Inhalation I*I delight, and existence It«
self a luxury 1 This isdue tu the salubrity, elasticity,
and üneiy tempered humidity uf the attuo-ptiure. and

applies witt) much truthfulness t«> all season« of Hie
year. To a canal visitor at least, there i« nut lime un¬

pleasant In being surrounded by our heavy snow-bed,
aud the crystallization of its annan by the warm ravs

ul the sun mia. it one grand held of sparkling bril-l
liants, indescribably beautilul. At my home.Carnellau
Bay.I have seen ho little ice up tu my present writing,
that being indulged la a little latitude of riVscription, I
«Juill \4 nie l li ii uot eiiuilgh had been found to cuul a

pailful of lemonade un a hot day in the valiejs below.
It requires the aid >.f art. with walcuiul can-, lo secure
.ce. ful Siimiii. um- nu fu lake.
The "Explorinif BauedlSOB to Oregon and Ninth

California" led Col. Fninoui iu the- Winter of IM.) I

through the Cascade nage and lntu the heart ot the
Sierra Nevada. On Feb. 2d. lou, the party «in ampi d
lu a pa<»8 on the 4ve*t«i ii summit of tue Sierra Nevada,
after having b. eil for a mouth within two degree» oi
latitude and one degree of longitude or I,«-e 1 .Mm.
Col. Fremont kept a meteorological record, winch «a-,
with the narrative of his eventful jourLcymg and ex
lim ai ¡ices, printed by am,ninty uf un act of '«>i,_r«--.-
liaviug this report at hand, I am enabled to make u,i
a comparative (able uf iciup. r.rur.- at midwinter lu

the Sierra Nevad.i of Calitoruia. lm_-'7l. between the
parallels oi north i.itiiu I ,»Jiu to-, i i..! west longitude
119° 30* to 120° 30'. The Winter of Imi w.is au oucn. mili

nary one, while that of 1874 Ia classed as une of unusual
severity, as a whole.
-1HI4-,-18T4
Ïuuria«. Soo», »u «¦'.
-30

lae. 22-30
Jan. 2.1-40
J.o 24-4!>
J*B. 'H'- 1
Jan. Um- 2
Jan. 17.11
J. ii 2«-27
J «a. '." «..li
Jan. ..Oil
Jan. Al- 'ia
Fro. 1-27
Ytb. 2.24
Fra. 3-14
F«b. 4-20
Fib. 5-10
*»-. ti I-
Fab. 7- 9
i.b s- a
F*b. »-2»
F«b. lO-Jb
Yto. 11-33
K«'.. 12-32
FfO. 13-33
I» 14-21
F*b II.II
Feb. It, ;«)
F«b. 17-23
F*b. lS-23
F«b. 19-2«
Vee. 'iO.'ii

FRUITS Of THE TEXAS GRANGLS.

ECONOMY IN BUYING BII'I'UKS.COMMISSION« hAVKI»

IN M'.l.I.lNi; PKODCCE.K&TIMAIE8 IO BK TAKEN
WITH AlJXlWANCK.

,m« 'U i S O. ASI .S X1, ORKKBPONT)! VI III' till. 1 Ililli-M J
Houston, Thus, March 81..There are 850

Granges In Texas, and yet Texas la not a (¡rang, strong
bull. Iowa La« 2.000 (»ranges ; Misson!i. 2,007 ; Ohio,
1,080; Tennessee, '..on. lu the emly days ul the inure¬

ment the rallying cry waa, "Ouwn with the middle¬
men 1" Il-it sober attertboaght has dispelled the lilli
».nu* whicO elim«: around the nugget of fact enveloped
in this Idea. The I'm run» of Industry, having rome to

see that " mid.II« men " are indispensable, have (hanged
their cry to Dm» n with tin- superfluous middlemen 1"

Their « flirts now are directed to the concentration of
their bualneaa and the reduction, su fur aa possible, of

the number of bands through which their supplies aud

produce pasa. With what results 1 (ireat economy in

buying and selling baa been claimed, but the statements

have boen vague and unsatisfactory. It ao happeu«
that fuels beunug on this point are ii.iii u! In Texa«.

First; lu regard to the purchase ul supplies. The
tendency la toward .. two fuld concentration of business,

primarily in the prlucipal towns, n t. n lailly in the
ban-is of the prlaslpal deal. ia. While all me rx h al. Is

arc m «ling «Hurt« lo catch '* Oranger uade " the lead-

ing ones are really offering substantial inducements lu
the shape of very desirable discount-». The prim-ipal .

un-rehauts, Bf reason of their ample means ami fa.«) li-
tlcs for buying, can offer better terms than duli weaker
neighbors, and as UM " G lingers " are, beyond ques¬
tion, well aware of their opportunities, the btisin« ss <*

slowly settling Into the strong« .1 hand-. Th.ru nave

been an iinu-nai iniiui«, of faillir, s 'Im ii.g the lust Fall
¡uni-iiuiiii.-r in all parts of the country. It would be

iuterestltig to know now many of tlieiu an d»ie t.. this

esaaa. Ibbb?b___J tiu-otiier tay atti a Master of h
(¡ranee in an mtcrior coiintv. Be had collie io Houston
to make an ang, incut«, for the nun-has»- of lu« Orange
supplies. lu his neighborhood or.liu ir\ flour (, st Iii
per barrel he had Just purchased iii"-ann- article for
17 50. llalla, for win. li he had pani 11 lier keg. and
starch which he had lumght fur Kwala p_C pound, now

cost, respective)!'. |4 _ti and I] i« ni. Til« in. ii liants
at tue .eat of lu. (irau.-.- at tin- mi-i had d. Ulled the
elim is ot tin- Put i on» o Industry, nut MB lu- announced
that he would go out of busin» -s. Tins I. an ill lint ra! lou

of a Innige that t. b.-iiig wrought in ali parts of the

-tat«-, aud perh.ip» die Union.
Thure is an analogous revolution in the sale of pt«

duce. Factors and produce agents have hitherto ob¬
tained _| per cent commiss Ion for ». ilin_ an.l '¡i nat
cent for advance, on ci.ii.iguiiitlit». Tn. l'almn. of lu
diisiry in Texas have fleet»»! arrangement», no1 wi'h
adventurers, but with some or the m,.-t r» .pousiblc
dealers in the Htate, for the total atiolii i.in of the com
missions on advances lugetln With the exchange on
drafts sent into tlie interior, reduela* the charges ou
advauoes to simple Interest at the rate of 10 per cent
per auiiiim, anti for tlie sale of their produce at 11 per
cent. They nave also emancipated In msel ves from un
irritating exaction that confronted hem at small rail¬
road towns. A tanner «hipping hi. «ottou from one of
thes_ towns has hitherto been coin;.»lied to employ the
service» i'f a local mer« nant at an expense
of from '15 to 50 cents per bale for ship¬
ping. Now, however, bv an agreement |.,tely effect«-'!
between the Executive < .iiiiuiitli . of tlie ht ate l.iaugc
and the r.nlioail cotii|.ame.. Buy Tatton may take Ins
cotton to die depot and »hip it himself, free of exp< use,
the railroad agent being reipnred to Hil up the Illulia.«.
'Hie cotton crop ot Texas is uri round tlgures 600,000
i.ales. Tin- abolition of ih»- .ingle expense last named
25 cents per liai»-. Is gentrailt So per cent less than die
actual »-I.arc»' inere.isi » the auuual lncoiue of Ihe
farmers .lA'i.OOO. Tlie saving« in cominiamons amounts
to about 75 cents per b.i.e, and lo t-7__.t-. on the wliole
crop. Tin-advances on coii-ignuieiiia average tan pet
bale 'it («cr cent on these amounts to 75 cents p« bale.
In (Ins wav tii7.',,_u0 i« «¡tved. aud there is a total reduc-*
ti n ot |S75.(NX) in me expenses of haudiiug tho cotton
crop of Texas.
Tins statement, however, must be taken with some

limitations. First, all the planters of Texas are not
Patrons, le w binn alone Ihe ben. lils e i,uu,ei ateil -ccrue.

.uni..., a (in- Pattons have not yet availed iticin-
selves of Un-* advantages, from the u. i tliat all ihe
«lain.'»-, are uot in good working order. Perhaps a

foin th of liiat amount, or t-lH,750. will lie saved during
(in- present season, ami |__s«iii.i even lea«; but tin-re
cannot be a reasonable doubt that the entire cotton
rrop of Texas will be handled next year uuder these
condition«. ______^^^^^^^^^^

A OENEKAL PENH ION LAW HOUKBTED.
To the ti di I or of The Tribune.

Silt: Will you permit me t_o nay a word about
the peusiou lav. s I Nearly fifty year« after the Bevolu
nonary war Congress granted pension« to the sur .ivurs
of that war, and a few years ago to the survivors of the
war of 1812-16, and there Is now an edon being made to
pension the survivors of the Mexican war. I would
suggest, and hope you will advocate a general pension
law, for the following reasons:

The soldi» ti, who were middle-aged men, In the British
wer«, iiii.l all, or inm i> sll of Hiern died before the pen¬
sion laws «sere enacted. Men who have families make
greater .aenüces in joining the army thau slugle tuen
do, aud geueraliv are poor.-r at the close of the war
11,»u they weieat the beuiiiniiig.
My idea is that everv mau wno serves the couutr. in

time of war, entier in the am.v or navy, »ht uId. win u
he arrives at a certain age, say to »ears, he ni,H. .1 t., a

pension. Under such a law a s«.ldi«-r who waa 15 ..tar«
of agu In 1H61 Would I» win drawing a peutloti in 1-76.
while one wu<. wa. li years of age at that time would
reach Hie pension i.g.' in 1MB ¿ aud those who were 115
year» of age lu 1HC1 would rea» h (tie same age In 18(16.
aud so so The older m-n would die before Iii»-
t minger men Iscsuie pensioner», and as only a siui.ll
ni.mi f un n re..i li ti,e.ige of 60 tears, lhere would
n be mini v pension.-!« at any one lime. W. A. r.
Omaha, Ace., April i, 1-7».
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,-..ir...ii ,a.i al lui Fifi« a»».. L«BOI Libral! Hanau a. -, i Sr*
<>irt alarias i niMii.c Su>l«l n«. _,<
flra-prmf Lab«.rrt. « olia««. &.!i(H) cable frrl raparltr trrjlri tot

. l.j«J(. l«lto!drr«: l'ruiruU»g I'cllara a at) Mai.Ira t at.«c a'lt
Dur Fir* iir.i.,1 a... k l.a. !.rrn arc. pu alii ia rafa 1 i.« t - Sa«

Yoi» B.anl ol For luJ«ra,riirr. and th« Ku »nn »ni.-, of I« Hem
LKoNAM) F ninnis nil. FnamaaC

OFFUK, 111 Ba_.«i>w«». R ,_«, lit,

15th Year for

P Y L E'S

OK
SOAP!

The Best in Use.
Used and appr<»vetl by The Tribun-» Coiupan.

Evening Po»t, Graphic. New-York Ob*.-, ver. a._

thousauds of distinguished li.ii-clmld.Ts an 1 <--¦

ttitions. Sold by Grocers everywhcr««. Orden I».'
mail promptly attendee. t<>. JAMES. l'YI.l'., Ma*

facturer, SSO W_J9fl__-0T0M--T.. NEW»TO_tf

TIFFANY k li
i nmH-MH ari; .-kw.iobb.

Manufacture WEDDING PUESE.NTS of Ha*
LING SILVER, put up iu appropriate and altr««*

ive case«, and also other articles for household UB

in new at y K s and rich variety, p(»_euttng ___*»¦ ¦

chasing. engraMuK. aud gilding in colors not i',r

tofore produced.

uiat Spe, and DMH Pi»
Wirerooms. _.>. 112 Fifth It«"'
WS KNSBR k CO. bal, riBi.i;.. »*»1) hi». »OK_.^_

TllliOM.V

BABY CARRIAGE
TUB M1VK1.TÏ.

B««. Hasp Mr tir»ul»i M

L. P» TlßBALS,
«KW Tl»ï sTOKB.

Be. _alo iiro«--»s'. ._. ¦'*"

akora »lew«**.*"


